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law relating to milk in conjunction with that for other foodstuffs, but recent
years have seen amendment after amendment become operative until the
present existing legislation improved the position.
(2)  Health of Milk-producing Herds
No measures of control will, in themselves, be satisfactory or sufficient
unless they ensure eradication of tuberculosis from dairy herds together with
the complete control of contagious abortion and streptococcal mastitis.
The Attested Herd Scheme and the constant increase in the number of
tuberculin-tested herds only touches upon the fringe of the problem, and
much more will have to be done before a solution is finally reached.
Elimination of tuberculosis from dairy herds is a problem of considerable
magnitude, but if a determined policy were followed it should be possible in
time to require that all reactors to the tuberculin test should be slaughtered.
It would not be feasible to take this drastic step immediately as the country
cannot afford the loss of approximately 30 per cent, of its milking cows with
a consequent reduction in the amount of milk available for human consump-
tion In spite of this, all animals should be tuberculin tested at an early
date to be followed by a biological examination of the milk from reactors.
Those animals giving tuberculous milk should be immediately slaughtered.
The remainder of the reactors should be kept under constant observation on
state-controlled farms and any deterioration in health should be noted,
while the milk of such animals should also be subjected to frequent biological
examinations in order to ensure its freedom from tubercle bacilli. In this
way, animals could be controlled until they were due for slaughter. Com-
pensation should be paid for all reactors slaughtered or removed to central
farms.
Bulls should not be overlooked, and all those reacting to the tuberculin
test should be slaughtered while calves from cows which have reacted to
the test should be reared for milk production or breeding purposes on
separate premises, being fed on tuberculin-tested or pasteurised milk or the
milk from tuberculin-tested nurse cows. In this way, the dairy stock of
the country would be improved. Every producer should be required to
keep a herd register which would show all additions and removals from his
herd while all cattle should be suitably marked for the purpose of identifica-
tion. If this policy were adopted, animals affected with tuberculosis would
be able to provide both calves and milk during the transitional period while
the milk from reactors would, of course, be pasteurised. The advantages
of a system designed on these lines are many. Any milk from reacting
cattle would be suitably processed before it reached the consumer whilst
all calves and milk from such cattle would be made generally available.
Reactors would be suitably disposed of without loss to the owners and
eventually it would be possible to ensure that every herd in the country
would be free from tuberculosis, without incurring any immediate serious
loss of animals or milk. Further, strenuous efforts should be made to
eliminate contagious abortion from dairy herds by means of inoculation
while stricter measures f$r the control of mastitis in all herds are urgently
needed.
(3)  Routine Inspection of Cowsheds and Dairies
In order to ensure that milk is produced and, distributed in a cleanly
manner, much more supervision is necessary, particularly at the point of pro-